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Section 0
To be removed before publication

Information for RFR Distribution
This RFR will be sent to all potentially interested or impacted industry parties to solicit a response. In order for OMG to target the appropriate recipients, please provide the following information as far as possible:

Domain standards: Industry verticals.  
· Identify the primary industry for which the standard was developed (typically corresponds to the name of the issuing Domain Task Force e.g. Space, Retail, Robotics).  
· Identify any additional industries for which this specification may have relevance
Platform standards: Technologies (horizontal) 
· Identify the type of technology or technical concern for which this specification was developed (usually corresponds to the issuing Platform Task Force), e.g.:
· Middleware 
· Modeling language 
· Other
If both industry and technology considerations are applicable, please include responses to both sections above.






[bookmark: __RefHeading__1415_1592224855]
Introduction
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1417_1592224855]The Object Management Group (OMG)
The Object Management Group (OMG) is a software consortium with an international membership of vendors, developers, and end users. Established in 1989 and now part of the Enterprise Data Management Association (EDMA), its mission is to help computer users solve enterprise integration problems by supplying open, vendor-neutral portability, interoperability and reusability specifications based on Model Driven Architecture [MDA]. MDA defines an approach to IT system specification that separates the specification of system functionality from the specification of the implementation of that functionality on a specific technology platform, and provides a set of guidelines for structuring specifications expressed as models. OMG has published many widely-used specifications such as UML [UML], BPMN [BPMN], MOF [MOF], XMI [XMI], DDS [DDS] CORBA [CORBA] and OMG SysML [SysML] to name but a few significant ones.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1419_1592224855]<Subgroup>
Briefly summarize the mission and goals of your subgroup and explain how retiring the specification defined in this RFR will inform your TF’s Roadmap.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1421_1592224855]RFR Objectives
Specification maintenance via OMG Revision Task Forces ensures the currency of the Formal Specification set and its continuing relevance to the needs of the industry. However, from time to time Formal Specifications are superseded, found never to have been fully implemented, or simply reach the end of their useful life. In order to avoid ambiguity over which Specifications are current, this procedure allows OMG Members to initiate retirement of Formal Specifications via a public request process. Retirement is sometimes referred to as "sunsetting".
The intent of this OMG Request for Retirement (RFR) is to provide for an orderly retirement of the OMG specification named in the title of this document.
Contact for Responses
All responses to this RFR should be send to the OMG Technical Director via email using the email address techdir@omg.org. Responses may also be sent by mail to the postal address given on the front sheet of this RFR.
Organization of this document
The remainder of this document is organized as follows:
Section 2 – Information being Requested. What this Request for Retirement seeks to know in order to consider retiring the targeted OMG specification. 
Section 3 – Retirement Process. Background information on the OMG specification retirement process.
Section 4 – Instructions for Responders. Explanation of how to make a response to this RFR.
Section 5 – Response review process and schedule. Date for responses to be received, and what happens after responses have been received.
Appendix A – References and Glossary of terms used in this RFR.

[bookmark: __RefHeading__1423_1592224855]Information Being Requested
Specification Name and Version
P&P Requirement: The name and OMG document number of the Formal Specification concerned, and precise details of what text within it is being proposed for retirement.

Specification Name:  

Acronym or Abbreviation:  

Specification OMG Document number:

Additional documents making up the Specification:
List each on a new line
Identify whether Normative, Informative, Ancillary etc. 
Include all specification documents (e.g. machine readable files) including ancillary files.

Link to Specification Catalog page: 

Specification Description / Abstract:
Summary paragraph or abstract, ideally copied from the Introduction or other introductory material in the specification, describing what it is and what industry problems it was created to address. 

Specification Originating Task Force:  

RFR Originating Task Force: 
If different also summarize why.

This is an OMG Domain / Platform specification. Delete one

Specification Audience / User Community: 
Include Horizontal and vertical industries, user titles e.g., developer

Use Case: Describe the industry actors whose needs were intended to be met by the requested specification.  

· Were those needs met by this specification during its history?
· How are they met today (e.g. alternative standard, need no longer exists etc.)


Partial Retirement [optional]
Per the P&P wording “precise details of what text within it is being proposed for retirement” above, in cases where retirement is partial content please provide:

· Text to be retired
NOTE: This is an unusual wording in the P&P and for the most part this process will be applied to, and this template used for, the scenario in which a complete specification is to be retired. Partial removal of texts should be implemented via the Revision (RTF) Process. If that is not the case please state the reasons here along with the affected text. 

Rationale
P&P Requirement: A detailed and specific rationale for the retirement proposal. In cases of under-specification or ambiguity, detailed examples from the Specification should be given. If the text is obsolete, the new business requirements or technology changes which make it so should be described.

Content to be completed
Depending on the specific scenario the rationale would be one of the following; complete this section with the relevant information given in the 3 sub-sections below:

· Complete retirement
· Partial text retirement (per P&P requirement stated in previous section)
· Under-specification (ambiguity)
Complete as needed and delete what is inapplicable:

Complete retirement
· Rationale for why this specification is to be retired, for example: 
· Superseded by a standard or other material maintained elsewhere
· New business requirements
· Technology changes
Under-specification (ambiguity)
· What was under-specified and how does this relate to retiring this specification?
· Why can this not be addressed via a Revision Task Force (RTF)?

Partial text retirement
[See note in previous section; do not use unless there is a compelling reason given in the preceding section]
· New business requirements
· Technology changes
Commercial Implementations
P&P Requirement: A list of known commercial implementations of the Formal Specification (if any), describing whether each one completely implements the Specification, and if not, to what extent.

Content to be completed
· List any known implementations
· Name of implementation
· Name of vendor
· Commercial, freeware, open source, other
· Last known contact, sighting or usage of that implementation
· Where implementations are not known state “Not known”
For each or any such implementation, please state whether this was / is:
· Complete
· Incomplete
· Detail the part(s) of the specification that are implemented e.g. by specific conformance points or profiles
Impact Analysis
P&P Requirement: A detailed description of the expected impact on other Formal Specifications should the retirement proposal be implemented, including how dependencies in other Formal Specifications (if any) will be managed.

Are there any other formal OMG specifications that have a dependency on this specification?
Yes/No
· Exclude any which are expected to be retired in the same time frame
Content to be completed
For each:
· OMG Specification name
· OMG Specification version
· OMG Document number (of main Specification document)
· Nature of the dependency
· Identify any alternative standards (OMG or other) which may be used in place of the to-be-retired specification to satisfy that dependency
Are there any non-OMG specifications that have a dependency on this specification?
Yes/No

Content to be completed
For each:
· External Specification name
· External Specification acronym or abbreviation
· External Specification version
· Issuing body
· Formal or de facto standard?
· Any identifying formal document identifier
· Nature of the dependency
· Identify any alternative standards (OMG or other) which may be used in place of the to-be-retired specification to satisfy that dependency

[bookmark: __RefHeading__1427_1592224855][bookmark: __RefHeading__1429_1592224855]Process Description
Introduction
OMG decides which specifications to adopt via votes of its Membership. Decisions to retire a specification are correspondingly also made by the Membership and follow a similar process to that of adoption. The specifications that remain current at the OMG are expected to satisfy the architectural vision of Model Driven Architecture (MDA) to the extent these are applicable. OMG bases its decisions on both business and technical considerations. Once a specification is adopted by OMG, it is made available for use by both OMG members and non-members alike, at no charge. Once it has been retired, it will no longer be available for download on the OMG website and is no longer to be regarded as an OMG specification (i.e. a standard). 
This section 3 provides a summary of the RFR process. For more detailed information, see the Policies and Procedures of the OMG Technical Process [P&P], specifically Section 4.5. In case of any inconsistency between this document and the Policies and Procedures, the P&P is always authoritative. All IPR-related matters are governed by OMG's Intellectual Property Rights Policy [IPR].
The Retirement Process in detail
Issuance of RFR
RFRs, such as this one, are drafted by OMG Members who have reasons to believe that a particular specification should be retired by the OMG. The draft RFR is presented to the chair of the appropriate Technology Committee (TC). The TC Chair assigns the RFR to an appropriate Domain or Platform Task Force (DTF or PTF, collectively TF), which considers the proposed RFR for issuance, and may request a presentation from the author of the proposal and may discuss or refine the RFR before taking this decision. 
If the TF recommends issuance of the RFR, the recommendation must be endorsed by a majority vote of the Architecture Board (AB) before it can be acted upon by the TF's parent Technology Committee. The TC may then decide, by majority vote, whether to cause OMG to issue the RFR.
The RFR Commenting Period
During the RFR period, anyone (Member or non-Member) may send comments on the proposal to the OMG, to the email address or other means announced in Section 1.4 of this RFR. The Liaison Sub-committee is also informed that the RFR is under consideration and is responsible for informing any liaison organizations that may have concerns. OMG staff will manage collection of comments from all sources.
Ninety (90) days from issuance of the RFR, the RFR comment period closes.
Specification Retirement
At the close of the 90-day commenting period, the proposal is sent back to the AB for a retirement recommendation with all received comments attached.

If the AB endorses a retirement recommendation, it is then sent to the issuing TC for further consideration.

The issuing TC decides whether to make a retirement recommendation to the Steering Committee (SC). Assent of two-thirds (2/3) of all non-abstaining Voting Members of the appropriate TC, not just those Members represented at a meeting, is required before the recommendation can be passed to the Steering Committee. This is managed via the OMG’s electronic voting procedure. If the RFR or comments upon it describe any impact on other Formal Specifications then the TC recommendation must include a complete list of dependencies to be passed to appropriate Revision Task Forces (RTFs), creating appropriate new RTFs if necessary.

If the Steering Committee votes to adopt the recommendation, the specification is removed from the set of Formal Specifications. Any open issues are passed to other RTFs as appropriate.




Instructions for Responding to this RFR
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1431_1592224855]Who May Respond
Responses are welcome from anyone in industry, government or academia with practical knowledge of <the targeted specification> such as its usage or applicability in the industry.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1433_1592224855]How to Respond
Please clearly mark your response with the name and OMG document number of the RFR to which you are responding, and the name and OMG document number of the target Specification as identified in this RFR.
Responses to this RFR must be received at OMG no later than 5:00 PM US Eastern Time (typically 22:00 UTC) on <due date, with month spelled out e.g. January>.
Other communication regarding this RFR should be sent to the contact listed in Section 1.4.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1435_1592224855]RFR Response Contact
Companies responding to this RFR shall designate a single contact within that company for receipt of all subsequent correspondence regarding this RFR. The name of this contact will be made available to all OMG members.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1437_1592224855]Format of RFR Responses
The following outline is offered to assist in the development of your response. You should include:
A covering letter or email – this should include a brief summary of your response, and must also indicate if supporting documentation is included in your response.
The response itself, covering any or all of the feedback requested by this RFR.
If required, a glossary that defines any terminology used in your response and where applicable, mappings to OMG standard terminology. (For example, see OMG specifications [CORBA, MOF, UML, XMI] and a description of OMG's Model Driven Architecture [MDA] for OMG's standard terminology.)
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1439_1592224855]Distribution of RFR Responses
Copies of all documentation submitted in response to this RFR will be available to all OMG members for assessment purposes in determining whether to proceed with retirement of the target specification.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1441_1592224855]Copyrighted Material
According to OMG Policies and Procedures, proprietary and confidential material shall not be included in any response to the OMG. Any material received is treated as a public document. Please do not send any copyrighted material in response to this RFR.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1443_1592224855]Reimbursement
The OMG will not reimburse submitters for any costs in conjunction with their responses to this RFR.
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1445_1592224855]Questions Regarding this RFR
Any technical questions regarding this RFR should be sent to:
< Note to RFR Editors: Designate a contact from your subgroup.>
Questions regarding the response process should be forwarded to the email or postal address on the cover of this document.

[bookmark: __RefHeading__1447_1592224855]Response Review Process and Schedule
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1449_1592224855]Review Process
OMG RFRs are issued with the intent to survey industry to ensure that an existing published OMG specification may safely be retired. The OMG membership, specifically the OMG Architecture Board (AB) and the <issuing subgroup>, will review responses to this RFR. Based on those responses, the AB may endorse the retirement recommendation and the <issuing subgroup> may subsequently make a retirement recommendation to the OMG Steering Committee. 
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1451_1592224855]Clarifications
To fully comprehend the information contained within a response to this RFR, the reviewing group may seek further clarification on that response. This clarification may be requested in the form of brief verbal communication by telephone; written communication; electronic communication; or a presentation of the response to a meeting of the <issuing subgroup>. 
[bookmark: __RefHeading__1453_1592224855][bookmark: __RefHeading__1455_1592224855]Schedule
The schedule for responding to this RFR is as follows. Please note that early responses are encouraged.
	RFR issued
	<date with month spelled out>

	RFR responses due
	<date with month spelled out – must be at least 90 dates from the date of issuance of this RFR>

	Review of RFR responses
	<Targeted for the Quarterly TC Meeting which immediately follows the RFR Reponses Due date>



Appendix A:  [bookmark: __RefHeading__1457_1592224855]References and Glossary
A.1 [bookmark: __RefHeading__1459_1592224855]References
Insert any references used in this RFR in alphabetical order. Include any overall OMG references that are needed for readers to understand the retirement proposal. Include references to other specifications or published materials referred to in this RFR, for example for external standards that are referred to.
In the text of this RFR, please identify any references specifications or documents using [square brackets] at first mention, applying these to the acronym or abbreviation for that item if there is one, or otherwise to the long-form wording for that item.
Since this process is for the retirement of an OMG specification, this Appendix MUST include the acronym of the target specification and any other acronyms needed to understand this specification, specifications that depend on it, and abbreviations used in the industry/ies in which the target specification is or may have been used, i.e. anything referred to in the text of this RFR which is not a commonly known abbreviation across all communities (as for example XML or HTML would be). 
The References below are already included in the boiler-plate material (keep these in). Please use these as examples for when adding further references unique to this RFR.
	Reference
	Details

	[BPMN]
	Business Process Model and Notation, https://www.omg.org/spec/BPMN 

	[CORBA]
	Common Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA), https://www.omg.org/spec/CORBA 

	[DDS]
	Data Distribution Services, https://www.omg.org/spec/DDS 

	[IPR]
	OMG IPR Policy. Most current version available at: www.omg.org/ipr 

	[MDA]
	MDA Guide, Version 1.0.1, https://doc.omg.org/omg/2003-06-01

	[MOF]
	[bookmark: UML]Meta-Object Facility (MOF), https://www.omg.org/spec/MOF

	[P&P]
	OMG Policies and Procedures. Most current version available at: https://www.omg.org/pp 

	[SysML]
	Systems Modeling Language https://www.omg.org/spec/SysML 

	[UML]
	[bookmark: XMI]Unified Modeling Language (UML), https://www.omg.org/spec/UML

	[XMI]
	XML Metadata Interchange (XMI), https://www.omg.org/spec/XMI



A.2 [bookmark: __RefHeading__1461_1592224855]Glossary and Abbreviations
Insert any glossary items in alphabetical order for all terms, acronyms, abbreviations or other initialisms used in this RFR. Include any OMG and non-OMG industry terms and abbreviations that are needed for readers to understand the retirement proposal. 
The abbreviations listed below are included in boilerplate text in this template and should be retained. 
A.2.1 Abbreviations

	Abbreviation
	Expanded Term

	AB
	Architecture Board

	DTF
	Domain Task Force

	PTF
	Platform Task Force

	RTF
	Revision Task Force

	TC
	Technical Committee

	TF
	Task Force

	SC
	Steering Committee



Please add any additional abbreviations that are unique to this RFR. 
A.2.2 Terms and Definitions
Please include terms with definitions, for any terms used in this RFR that are not commonly known terms outside of the context of the target Specification, technology or industry sector.

	Term
	Definition
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